
TRAVIS COUNTY ARES VOICE NET SCRIPT – 2022 August 11
(See notes below for pre-net announcement)
IS THE FREQUENCY IN USE?
THIS IS (CALL SIGN) AND THIS IS THE TRAVIS COUNTY AMATEUR RADIO EMERGENCY SERVICE VOICE NET.
IS THERE ANY PRIORITY OR EMERGENCY TRAFFIC?
(Handle this traffic without delay)
THIS IS A CONTROLLED NET.  PLEASE FOLLOW THE INSTRUCTIONS OF THE NET CONTROL OPERATOR.
NET CONTROL OPERATOR FOR THIS NET IS (CALL SIGN) AND MY NAME IS (NAME).
THE BACKUP NET CONTROL OPERATOR IS CALL SIGN (CALL SIGN), THEIR NAME IS (NAME).  
WILL MY BACKUP PLEASE CHECK IN NOW.
.
THIS NE​T MEETS EVERY SUNDAY NIGHT AT 1900 LOCAL TIME ON THIS 147.360 MHz REPEATER. 
ARES OPERATES ON THE REPEATER WITH THE PERMISSION OF ITS OWNER.
THE REPEATER REQUIRES AN INPUT TONE OF 131.8 Hz. WITHOUT THAT TONE, IT WILL NOT REPEAT YOUR 

TRANSMISSION.
THE BACKUP REPEATER FREQUENCY IS 146.940 MHz WITH AN INPUT TONE OF 107.2 Hz.
A SIMPLEX FREQUENCY OF 146.580 MHz WITH NO TONE WILL BE USED WHEN NEEDED.
PROGRAM THESE FREQUENCIES INTO YOUR RADIO AS THE NET MAY SWITCH AT ANY TIME.
IN AN EMERGENCY, TUNE TO THE RESOURCE AND INFORMATION NET ON THE 147.360 MHz REPEATER.
DURING A WEATHER EVENT, TUNE TO THE SKYWARN AND INFORMATION NET ON THE 146.940 MHz REPEATER.
THE AMATEUR RADIO EMERGENCY SERVICE OR “ARES” IS A PART OF THE FIELD ORGANIZATION OF THE ARRL.
THE PURPOSE OF THE NET IS FOR TRAINING AND THE DISSEMINATION OF RELEVANT INFORMATION.
ARES PROMOTES PUBLIC SERVICE TO SEVERAL AGENCIES THOUGH THE USE OF AMATEUR RADIO.
THE AGENCIES WE SERVE OPERATE USING THE NATIONAL INCIDENT COMMAND SYSTEM, ICS FOR SHORT.
ARES OPERATES UNDER THE ARES COMMUNICATION PLAN AND USES THE COMMUNICATION RESOURCES SPECIFIED
IN ARES ICS-217 FORMS. 
ALL ARES MEMBERS ARE ENCOURAGED TO COMPLETE THE BASIC ICS 100, 200, 700, AND 800 TRAINING.
THE TCARES COMMUNICATION PLANS, LOCAL ICS 217 FORMS, AND LINKS TO THE FEMA ICS TRAINING COURSES CAN ALL BE FOUND ON OUR “TCARES.ORG” WEB SITE 
ARE THERE ANY STATIONS WITH TRAINING?
(Handle the training as appropriate.)
ARE THERE ANY ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM ARES OFFICERS?
(Handle these announcements in order).
ARE THERE ANY GENERAL INTEREST ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THE NET? STATE THE SUBJECT OF YOUR ANNOUNCEMENT WHEN YOU CALL.
(Handle these announcements as needed. Don’t change the count if already checked in.)
THIS IS A LOCAL LEVEL NET OF THE ARRL NATIONAL TRAFFIC SYSTEM.
ARE THERE ANY LIAISON STATIONS FOR THE NET?
(List and let them give their liaison connections but don’t change the count if already checked in.
IS THERE ANY TRAFFIC FOR THE NET?
(Take the traffic as needed. If time permits, handle on frequency and request everyone to copy for practice.)
IS THERE ANY OTHER BUSINESS FOR THIS NET?
(Handle as needed. Don’t change the count if already checked in.)
ARE REPEATS OF ANNOUNCEMENTS NEEDED?
(Answer as best can or call another station to answer.)
ANY STATION WHO WISHES TO BECOME A MEMBER OF TRAVIS COUNTY ARES, PLEASE CALL NOW.
(If anyone calls, take name, call, email or phone number, relay to an officer after the net. Give the prospective new member the 
ARES-web page address: http://www.tcares.org. Information on how to join the groups.io mailing list is under the About heading. The STX Depot link has its own heading. Also, invite to next ARES general meeting. 
Don’t change the count if already checked in.)
WE WILL BEGIN CHECK-INS SHORTLY.
WHEN CHECKING IN, LEAVE A PAUSE BETWEEN TRANSMISSIONS SO THAT ANYONE WITH EMERGENCY OR PRIORITY 
TRAFFIC CAN BE HEARD.
STATIONS WITH EMERGENCY OR PRIORITY TRAFFIC SHOULD CALL “BREAK” AT ANY TIME AND NET CONTROL
WILL RESPOND.
WHEN YOU CHECK IN, PLEASE STAY UNTIL RELEASED.  IF YOU MUST LEAVE THE NET, PLEASE NOTIFY 
NET CONTROL.
WHEN CHECKING IN, PLEASE USE ONLY ITU PHONETICS AND SAYING “THIS IS” IS NOT NECESSARY.
PLEASE CHECK IN BY:
(Your selection of method and order, e,g., short-time stations, fellow NCS operators, mobile, on emergency power, by call-sign suffix, all signs)
[LOG CHECK-INS]
(Check with your back up periodically to verify the count.)
(See notes below for handling doubles and other issues.)
(When stations checking slow or stop, continue the script)
LET’S TAKE A PAUSE FROM CHECK-INS.
MORE INFORMATION AND TRAINING IS AVAILABLE AT THE “TCARES.ORG” WEBSITE. INCLUDING SEVERAL AUDIO AND VIDEO TRAINING SESSIONS.
TCARES MEETS ON THE FOURTH TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH. THESE MEETINGS ARE AT 1930 LOCAL TIME ON ZOOM. MEETING LINKS ARE SENT OUT ON OUR GROUPS.IO MAILING LIST.
A DIGITAL WINLINK NET IS HELD EACH WEEK.  FIND DETAILS IN THE TCARES.ORG WEB SITE UNDER THE “NETS” HEADING. ALL ARES OPERATORS ARE ENCOURAGED TO USE WINLINK EXPRESS BY BOTH RADIO AND TELNET.
AND VISIT “AUSTINHAMS.ORG” FOR INFORMATION ABOUT LOCAL EVENTS AND CLUB MEETINGS.
THIS IS THE LAST CALL FOR CHECK-INS TO THE TRAVIS COUNTY ARES NET.
(Listen and list if any; IF no further stations check in, close the net down.)
CHECKINS ARE NOW CLOSED. 
(If Training came in the form of a question, ask the trainer for the correct answer.)
(Check with your backup for checkin count, messages count, and time.)
THANKS TO ALL WHO PARTICIPATED IN THIS NET. THIS IS (call sign) RETURNING THE FREQUENCY TO REGULAR AMATEUR RADIO USE. (This should be the last thing spoken for the net.)
Notes

Before the net: 

You can announce that the net will be happening:

THIS IS (CALL SIGN). THE TRAVIS COUNTY AMATEUR RADIO EMERGENCY SERVICE VOICE NET WILL OCCUR ON THIS FREQUENCY AT 1900 LOCAL TIME. ALL ARE ENCOURAGED TO JOIN THE NET AND CHECK IN. YOU DO NOT HAVE TO BE A MEMBER OF TCARES TO PARTICIPATE.
Please be on frequency before the net to coordinate with your backup, and to perform signal checks.

During the net:
Remember to identify using your call sign, at least every 10 minutes.
If conditions are bad on the main frequency, switch to the backup frequencies as needed. When switching, ensure your backup has moved with you before you begin. Repeat the start of the script on the new frequency. 
During check-ins:
If there are duplicates, ask the operators to repeat themselves as needed until everyone is checked in. Queue them up using any partial call signs heard, if possible.
If you hear a phone tone, the user may have Yaesu WIRES turned on. Ask them to turn it off and repeat their check-in.
If someone just breaks squelch on the repeater but cannot be heard, ask the operator to try to:
· Move to a higher location
· Increase their power
· Switch to an antenna with more gain
And then try to check in again.
Give signal reports to stations that are weak, scratchy, or unclear.
“Short time” operators are asking to leave the net directly after their check-in. The usual responses are “you are released” or “you are released at your discretion.”
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